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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1-14 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-18 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/3-3/3 as originally filed 


2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ 


the drawings, 


sheets: 


5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 
IS claims Nos. 10-18. 


□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 


□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 


□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 10-18. 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide 
and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 9 


because: 


Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII, Sheet 2) (July 1998) 


INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. PCT/G BOO/03672 


No: 


Claims 


1-8 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 
No: 


Claims 
Claims 


1-9 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 
No: 


Claims 
Claims 


1-9 


2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Document GB-A-525736 (D1 ; see search report) discloses a liquid 
dispensing device according to claim 1 (see esp. in D1 p.1/ll. 51-59), claim 
2 (see in D1 baffle 18,27, 29, 30), claim 3 (cf. 18 in D1), claim 4 (cf. 

27, 29, 30 in D1), claim 5 (cf. 18 in D1), claim 6 (see fig.1 and p. 1/11. 
51-59 in D1), 7 (cf. 18 in D1), 8 (see in D1 flow passage at the exit of 27 
which has a divergent cross-section). 

The subject-matter of claims 1-8 lacks thus the required novelty. 

2. The subject-matter of claim 9 differs from the device of D1 in that the 

air outlet nozzle is formed in an oblong (in D1 , it is circular) cross-section air passage, 
whereby the subject-matter of this claim is considered to be novel. 

The subject-matter of claim 9 of the present application cannot be considered as involving 
an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT, because replacing a circular by an oblong cross- 
section is a slight constructional change in the device of claim 6 which comes within the 
scope of the customary practice followed by persons skilled in the art, especially as the 
advantages thus achieved can readily be foreseen. 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1. The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in parentheses 
(Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

2. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this document 
identified therein. 
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